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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. An image workflow system for use in transferring, 
through a network, an operation document image foiya work sheet 



image) extracted from an operatjpxu^ is featured by 

a species, a destination, and operation to be huddled to the 
operation document, comprising: 

a workflow control table^hich stores the species, the 
destination, and the operation assigned to each op^r^tion 
document; and 

an image identifying server for identifying the species 
of the operation docjament from the operation document image to 
retrieve the species stored in the workflow control table in response 
to the identified species, to automatically recognize the 
corre sponctfng jies.tix]Lat ion and operation, and to tran smit a 
recogni^&dj^&ul^^^ 

L The system of claim 1, further comprising an input device 
coxyoiea to the image identifying server to supply the operation 
document as the operation document image into the image 
(dentifying server. 

3. Tfife^system of claim 1, wherein the recognized result is 
transmitted to tta network together with the operation document 
image in the form o^a packet. 

4. The system oSMaim 3, further comprising at least one 
ter minal which includes destination terminal as the destination 
and which is coupled to the network. 

5. The system of claim 4, wherein the operation document 
image is processed on the basis of th^peration designated by the 
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result, ai 



recognized result, at the destination terminal which receives the 
operation document image. 

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the image idenji 
server identifies the species of the operation dopuxfient by using 
character recognition of an identificati933r6ode representative of the 
species when the identification cpde is included in the operation 
document. 

7. The system oldaim 1, wherein the image identifying 
server identifies the'species of the operation document by 
recognizing an^mage pattern peculiar to the operation document 
when anjbd^ntification code which stands for the species is not 

[uded in the operation document. 

8>The system of claim 5, wherein the destination terminal 
automatically activates a program performing the corresponding 
operation to the recognized result when the terminal receives the 
operation dottim&nt image. 

9. The systemyof claim 3, wherein the image identifying 
server transmits the packet to a plurality of destination terminals 
simultaneously when th^plurality of destination terminals are 
associated with the identified species in the workflow control table. 

10. The system of claim wherein the packet is transmitted 
from a first terminal to a second ttominal after processing of the 
packet at the first terminal according to the destination terminals 
specified in the packet when the pluram^ of destination terminals 
are associated with the single identified species in the workflow 
control table. 

11. The system of claiinl^jR4*er^ image identifying — - 
server observes efficiejiey*6f a plurality of terminals and selects one 
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of the terminals which have the lowest efficiency as the destination 
terminal when the plurality of terminals are associate^With the 
single identification species in the workflow contooHable. 

12. A method of managing image woMow for transferring, 
through a network, an operation docum^rft image extracted from 
an operation document which is featared by a species, a destination, 
and operation to be handled to th^operation document, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

storing in advance, the species, the destination, and 
the operation assigned to each operation document; and 

identifying tne species of the operation document from 
the operation document image to retrieve the stored species in 
response to the identified species, to automatically recognize the 
corresponding destination and operation, and to transmit a 
recognized result to the network. 

13. A computer readable medium which stores a program 
operable for managing image workflow for transferring, through a 
network, an operation document image extracted from an operation 
document which is featured by a species, a destination, and 
operation to be handled to the operation document, the method 
comprising tne steps of: 

storing in advance, the species, the destination, and 
assigned to each operation document; and 
identifying the species of the operation document from 
the operatioil document image to retrieve the stored species in 
response to the identified species, to automatically recognize the 
corresponding destination and operation, and to transmit a 



the operation 
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id result to the network. 
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